
Keefe-Bruyette

Monday, March 9, 2026

S Y M P O S I U M

T H E  2 2 N D  A N N U A LP R E S E N T S

Investigations and Inquiry 
in Math, Science, and 

Nature for Young Children

The Keefe Bruyette Symposium is funded by the Lab Schools 
Investments Initiative (LSII), a CT Office of Early Childhood 

(CT OEC) and Connecticut State Colleges and Universities 
(CSCU) partnership that uses ARPA funds to sustain and 

support Connecticut’s lab schools, the ECE workforce pipeline, 
and high-quality early childhood programming statewide.



About the
S Y M P O S I U M

Scientific
I N Q U I R Y

Mathematical
I N V E S T I G AT I O N S

The
S C H E D U L E

Register at   usj.edu/kb2026 Price  –   $25

The Keefe-Bruyette Symposium promises to be an 

inspiring day of learning about investigations in 

mathematics, science, and the natural world for educators 

working in early childhood programs. Experienced 

classroom teachers and early childhood educators will offer 

hands-on workshops about math, science, and nature.

Workshops are designed with practicing teachers in mind. 

Our presenter’s bring a wide range of experience to the 

workshops. They will present concrete examples and ideas 

that can be used in early childhood classrooms.

“If a child is to keep alive his/her inborn sense of 

wonder, he/she needs the companionship of at 

least one adult who can share it, rediscovering 

with him/her the joy, the excitement, and the 

mystery of the world we live in.”

— Rachel Carlson

— David Elkind

“Infants and young children are not just 

sitting twiddling their thumbs, waiting 

for their parents to teach them to read 

or do math. They are expending a vast 

amount of time and effort in exploring 

and understanding their immediate world. 

Healthy education supports and encourages 

this spontaneous learning.”

Registration Check-in – McDonough Hall Lobby at the University of 

Saint Joseph, 1678 Asylum Avenue, West Hartford, Connecticut

Workshop #1 (Select one with 2nd and 3rd choice)

Workshop #2 (Select one with 2nd and 3rd choice)

Lunch (provided) - Served at McGovern Hall

School for Young Children classrooms tour - 

Classrooms will be set up with inviting environments for different 

types of exploration - 238 Steele Road, West Hartford, Connecticut

8 — 8:15 a.m.

8:30 — 10 a.m.

10:15 — 11:45 a.m.

12 — 1 p.m.

1:15 — 3 p.m.



R E G G I O - I N S P I R E D  S C I E N C E  I N Q U I R Y   
Rebekah Seaton

N AT U R E  J O U R N A L I N G :  C O N N E C T I N G  T O  W O N D E R
Leslie Mathews

U S I N G  D I V E R S E  B O O K S  T O  T E A C H  M AT H
Rebekah Seaton

Participants discover how teachers and young children engage with the scientific elements of space, light, color, and natural objects 

as core components of Reggio-inspired learning. This workshop highlights a variety of inquiry projects—ranging from teacher-led to 

child-driven—and explores multi-media techniques for documenting and reflecting on the learning process.

Help children creatively express what they observe and experience in nature with different media, while deepening engagement in the process 

with movement and storytelling. Learn to guide art explorations like making natural brushes, leaf prints, simple mandalas, sun prints, 

tracing shadows, and temporary outdoor art. Leave with the confidence to get creative with all the materials already on nature’s palette.

Nature journaling can help children feel connected to the natural world and understand their place within nature’s cycles, rhythms, and seasons. Learn how to 

guide children in translating their sensory experiences of the world onto pages of their nature journal.  Ideas for expressive mark making, drawing, color, pattern, 

shape, and/or writing will be explored. Leave with the tools to create a community nature journal for the classroom, as well as individual journals for each child. 

Discover how picture books can spark rich, joyful math learning! This interactive workshop shows how stories featuring 

diverse children, families, and communities can provide teachable moments about counting, measurement, shapes, 

patterns, and more. You’ll walk away with book ideas and activities that make math meaningful, inclusive, and fun!

A D J U N C T  P R O F E S S O R  -  C T  S TAT E  C O M M U N I T Y 
C O L L E G E  T U N X I S

A D J U N C T  P R O F E S S O R  -  C T  S TAT E  C O M M U N I T Y 
C O L L E G E  T U N X I S

C R E AT I V E  E N C O U R A G E R  -  A R T  W I T H  L E S L I E
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TARGET AUDIENCE: PRESCHOOL

TARGET AUDIENCE: PRESCHOOL

TARGET AUDIENCE: PRESCHOOL

B E A U T Y  A L L  A R O U N D :  M A K I N G  N AT U R E  A R T
Leslie Matthews TARGET AUDIENCE: ALL AGESC R E AT I V E  E N C O U R A G E R  -  A R T  W I T H  L E S L I E
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L O O S E  PA R T S  P L AY  O U T D O O R S 
Jonni Marshall 
In this hands-on workshop, preschool teachers will learn how to use natural loose parts—such as sticks, stones, pinecones, leaves, and other found materials—

to inspire creativity, problem-solving, and exploration outdoors. Participants will discover how open-ended materials support early childhood development, 

encourage imaginative play, and promote STEM thinking in meaningful, age-appropriate ways. This session will also include practical ideas for setting up 

outdoor loose-parts areas, strategies for managing safety and supervision, and simple activities teachers can bring back to their classrooms right away.

D I R E C T O R  O F  E D U C AT I O N  -  A U E R FA R M

N AT U R E- B A S E D  E D U C AT I O N  I N  A  P R E S C H O O L  S E T T I N G 
Amee Borys

L E T T I N G  G O :  S U P P O R T I N G  C H I L D R E N ’ S  A U T H E N T I C  N AT U R E  P L AY
Diane Eng Swanson

Explore how the principles of nature-based preschool education can be brought into any early childhood setting—indoors or outdoors, urban or rural. Participants will 

learn practical ways to incorporate hands-on experiences, loose-parts play, and opportunities for appropriate risk-taking that strengthen confidence, problem-solving, and 

self-esteem. We’ll examine how natural materials and sensory-rich environments support brain development, regulation, and engagement for all learners, including those 

with diverse needs. Educators will leave with simple, low-cost strategies they can implement immediately to create meaningful, nature-connected learning experiences.

Children thrive when given the freedom to explore the natural world on their own terms. This workshop invites adults to slow down, step back, and rediscover the 

beauty of child-led play. Together, we’ll explore why unstructured time outdoors builds confidence, resilience, problem-solving skills, and emotional well-being. 

Participants will learn practical ways to create safe, supportive environments that encourage children to take healthy risks, follow their curiosity, and develop a genuine 

connection with nature. Expect hands-on exploration, reflective conversation, and simple tools you can bring back to your family, classroom, or community program.

E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O R  –  E A R T H P L A C E

E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O R  -  P R AT T  N AT U R E  C E N T E R

L I T T L E  FA R M E R S :  U S I N G  A G R I C U LT U R E  I N  T H E  C L A S S R O O M  T O 
T E A C H  S C I E N T I F I C  A N D  S O C I A L  S K I L L S 
Christy Page
Through hands-on exploration, live animal demonstrations and discussion, we will look at how the principles of agriculture can be used in the classroom to 

teach scientific reasoning and social skills. Participants will leave with activities they can use immediately in their own school settings. 

E D U C AT I O N  D I R E C T O R  -  W E S T M O O R  PA R K

TARGET AUDIENCE: PRESCHOOL

TARGET AUDIENCE: INFANT/TODDLER, PRESCHOOL

TARGET AUDIENCE: PRESCHOOL

TARGET AUDIENCE: PRESCHOOL
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M U S I C  T H E R A P Y  I N  E A R LY  C H I L D H O O D   
Mellany Gomez

W I N G S  A N D  T H I N G S :  W H E R E  T H E  N AT U R A L 
A N D  E N G I N E E R I N G  W O R L D  C O L L I D E  
Nicole Kristoff  

Learn how to define music therapy as an allied-health profession. This interactive presentation will provide attendees 

with opportunities to listen, participate, and discuss sampled therapeutic interventions that are utilized by board-

certified music therapists. The presentation will emphasize the benefits of music therapy in children from 0 – 5 years old.

In this workshop, participants will conduct their own hands-on science experiments as we explore all things with wings! Dive deep 

into fluttering feathers, a bird beak buffet, the speed of insect wings, and the science of flight. Take home your own airplane or 

pinwheels along with a full week’s worth of exciting new lesson plans focused on science, math games, and the world around us.  

P R O G R A M  C O O R D I N AT O R  A N D  M U S I C 
T H E R A P I S T  -  M E L O D I C  G O A L S

O W N E R ,  D I R E C T O R  -  K O K O P E L L I 
D I S C O V E R Y  C E N T E R 

TARGET AUDIENCE: INFANT/TODDLER, PRESCHOOL

TARGET AUDIENCE: PRESCHOOL

The Keefe Bruyette Symposium is funded by the Lab Schools Investments 
Initiative (LSII), a CT Office of Early Childhood (CT OEC) and Connecticut 
State Colleges and Universities (CSCU) partnership that uses ARPA funds to 

sustain and support Connecticut’s lab schools, the ECE workforce pipeline, and 
high-quality early childhood programming statewide.
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